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DARK WEB EXPOSURE RESPONSE CHECKLIST 

Use this checklist to guide your response if your business data is discovered on the 

dark web. These steps will help mitigate damage, protect your accounts, and 

strengthen your cybersecurity posture. 

☐ Identify what data has been exposed and assess its sensitivity. 

☐ Change passwords for any affected accounts immediately. 

☐ Enable multi-factor authentication (MFA) for all critical accounts. 

☐ Inform relevant parties, such as banks, clients, or vendors, of the exposure. 

☐ Monitor financial accounts and credit reports for suspicious activity. 

☐ Review access logs and system activity for unusual behavior. 

☐ Conduct a full internal security audit to identify vulnerabilities. 

☐ Update all software and systems to the latest security patches. 

☐ Notify your internal team and reinforce cybersecurity awareness. 

☐ Limit access to sensitive information and apply strict user permissions. 

☐ Evaluate and secure third-party applications and vendor access. 

☐ Implement dark web monitoring tools to catch future exposures. 

☐ Prepare and test an incident response plan for cyber events. 

☐ Engage a cybersecurity expert for threat analysis and remediation. 

☐ Educate employees regularly on phishing, data protection, and safe practices. 


